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HOME ITEMS. 

A Good Example — Action of the Vermont Legislature on Peace. — 
The friends of peace in Vermont, as stated in cur last number, brought this 
subject before their own Legislature by petitions • and the following' are 
the resolves passed, we believe, with great readiness and unanimity : — 

1. Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be re- 
quested to press upon the consideration of their respective Houses, with as 
little delay as may be, the propriety of a joint resolution, requesting the 
President of the United States to propose to all nations, with whom we have 
regular diplomatic intercourse, the establishment of a permanent Board to 
settle all international disputes or claims. 

2. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a copy of these 
resolutions to the President of the United States, and to the Executive of 
each of the Slates of the Union, inviting the latter to lay the same before 
their respective Legislatures, and request their co-operation. 

This movement goes right to the point. It brings the question before the 
Execuiive of every State in the Union : and, if we had active fiiends in 
every Slate ready to petition their own Legislature this winter for resolves 
like those of Vermont, we might expect an effective influence ere long 
upon Congress and the National Executive. Will not our friends through 
the land promptly respond to this suggestion 1 

The Subject before Congress. — Our readers are already apprised that 
our Society has petitioned both Houses of Congress, as well as the Execu- 
tive, on this subject. Mr. Winthrop, Dec. 16, presented our petition in the 
Senate, and offered, in favor of the object, some very pertinent remarks, a 
portion of which we quote from the Boston Daily Traveller: — 

Peaceful Arbitrament of Nations. — Mr. Winthrop, Senator from 
Massachusetts, recently presented in the U. S Senate a memorial from 
the American Peace Society of very considerable interest. The petitioners 
call the attention ot Congress to the de-irableness of substituting for war, in 
case of international difficulties, the plan of International Treaties, binding 
the contracting parties to refer to arbitrators, chosen by themselves, such 
controversies as may hereafter arise between them, and which they may 
not be able to settle satisfactorily by negotiation. 

In favor of this proposal, the petitioners urge the consideration, that be- 
tween two and three hundred thousand persons in Gieat Britain have 
recently petitioned Parliament in favor of such treaties ; and that the peti- 
tioners were respectfully heard by the Kou^e, and particularly by her Maj- 
esty's Cabinet ministers ; also, that Lord John Russell, in an interview with 
a deputation from the Peace Congress held at Brussels near the close of 
1848, had expressed the readiness of the British Government to entertain 
with favor a proposition from our own Government for the adjustment of all 
futu r e difficulties between them by reference, in the last resort, to umpires 
mutually chosen. Mr. Winthrop accompanied this memorial wi h some 
appropriate remarks, commendatory of the plan proposed, saying: — 

" I take great pleasure in presenting this memorial, and in having such 
an occasion for expressing my cordial concurrence in its general purposes 
and views. I have always believed that arbitration presented the best sub- 
stitute for war, though there may be some cases, perhaps, where it might 
riot be easily or satisfactorily applied. I ventured to express this opinion, 
during the pendency of the Oregon controversy five or six years ago, in a 
series of resolutions offered in the other House, one of which was as follows : 
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•' Resolved, That if no other mode for the amicable adjustment of this 
question remains, it is due to the principles of civilization and Christianity 
that a resort to arbitration should be had : and that this Government cannot 
relieve itself from all responsibility which may follow the failure to settle 
the controversy while this resort is still untried." 

And it is a somewhat striking and encouraging circumstance, that, al- 
though the administration of President Polk so resolutely refused the over- 
tures for arbitration upon this question which were soon after made to them 
by the British Government, the same Administration incorporated into the late 
treaty of peace with Mexico the precise idea which this memorial suggests. 
The 21st article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo contains this noble 
declaration : 

' Article XXI. If unhappily any disagreement should hereafter arise 
between the Governments of the two republics, whether with respect to the 
interpretation of any stipulation in this treaty, or with respect to any other 
particular concerning the political or commercial relations of the two na- 
tions, the said Governments, in the name of those nations, do promise to 
each other that they will endeavor, in the most sincere and earnest manner, 
to settle the differences so arising, and to preserve the state of peace and 
friendship in which the two countries are now placing themselves, using, for 
this end, mutual representations and pacific negotiations. And if, by these 
means, they should not be enabled to come to an agreement, a resort shall 
not, on this account, be had to reprisals, aggression, or hostility of any 
kind, by the one republic against the other, until the Government of that 
which deems itself aggrieved, shall have maturely considered, in the spirit 
of peace and good neighborship, whether it would not be better that such dif- 
ference should be settled by the arbitration of commissioners appointed on 
each side, or by that of a friendly nation. And should such course be pro- 
posed by either party, it shall be acceded to by the other, unless deemed 
by it altogether incompatible with the nature of the diffeience, or the cir- 
cumstances of the case.' 

The evils of the Mexican war will not be considered as without some 
compensation, if they shall have had the effect to engraft such a provision 
permanently upon our foreign policy. 

I may be also permitted to mention, as an auspicious circumstance, in 
the same connexion, that the present Secretary of State (Mr. Webster) has 
recently given the most satisfactory evidence of his views upon this subject, 
by proposing arbitration for the settlement of a long- vexed question between 
the United Slates and Portugal. It is well understood that the case of the 
General Armstrong, which seemed likely a few months ago to disturb the 
amicable relations of the two countries, has been referred to the decision 
of the President of the republic of France/' 

After some remarks from Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, the memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Fo eign Relations. 

This is a good beginning • and we most heartily desire that it may be 
followed up by petitions from all quarters, and that the day may speedily 
come when it shall no longer be deemed necessary for nations to adjust 
their difficulties byfighling, any more than it is for individuals to dispose of 
their disagreements by trial of battle. These are alike the relics of less 
civilized ages. 

Such a reception of the sulject is indeed encouraging; but we regret 
that it was not referred to a select committee, because in no other way can 
it ever get a fair and full hearing before Congress or the country. It was 
for this reason we asked in our petition for such a committee : and Mr. 
Winthrop moved its reference to a select committee, but was defeated by 
the well-known aversion of both Houses to such a measure except in what 
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they deem very special eases ■ a view which they have not yet begun to 
take of the peace question. 

Indeed, we would caution our friends asaiust relying too much on our 
rulers. They are, for the most part, exceedingly conservaiive of old 
usages, whether right or wrong, and the last men to lead in any change 
public policy. They will never move in earnest on any subject like this, 
until constrained to do so by the voice of the people ; and hence there must 
be far more of popular agitation for peace, a louder, more determined de- 
mand from all parts of the country, before we can reasonably expect 
decisive action either by Congress or the Executive. Mr. Ladd, a few 
years before his death, visited Washington rrair.ly for the purpose of having 
interviews on this subject with the men at the helm of our affairs ; but he 
said the President, though very courteous and favorable, seemed all the 
time to be looking over his shoulders to see what the people wanted : and 
he came back more strongly convinced than ever, that we must look to 
the mass of the people as our main, if not sole reliance in this cause, and 
expect politicians to become its effective advocates only when compelled 
to do so by an unequivocal expression of the popular will. 

In confirmation of these views, a friend of our cause in Congress lately 
wrote us as follows : — "I am more and more convinced, 1hat we must 
expend most of our labor upon the constituents, and expect little to be done 
by the representatives of the people in Congress, until the leaven of truth 
has more generally penetrated the masses of society. There are so many 
schemes with which politicians are always mixed up, and they have so 
little occasion to adopt our views ou Peace, inasmuch as their constituents 
do not exact it of them, that a majority of those who feel the force of our 
arguments, say to us, ' go your way for this time j when we have a more 
convenient season, we will attend to these things.' " 

Such facts, so far from discouraging, should just stimulate our efforts not 
only to enlighten and interest the mass of the people, but also to petition 
our rulers, because such petitions serve both to spread the information nec- 
essary to our ultimate success, and to make our rulers feel that the people 
are in earnest about the matter, and will have, sooner or later, the policy 
for which our petitions ask. 

Interest in the Cause or Peace at the West. — We are glad to find 
in the columns of several Western papers proof of a growing attention there 
to the claims of our cause. Our friend and co-worker, Z. Eastman, Esq., 
editor of a Jarge and able paper at Chicago, has, since his return from the 
Congress at Frankfort, been lecturing in quite a number of places at the 
West, and seems to have excited not a little attention and interest. 

English Notice of our Reviews or the Mexican War. — The London 
Herald of Peace for August last notices the Reviews of the Mexican War 
by Judge Jay and Rev. Mr. Livermore in very complimentary terms : — 

''The American Peace Society has seized, with a wise and manly 
courage, on the occasion afforded by the late Mexican War to bring home 
to their own government and fellow-citizens, in the way of pointed prac- 
tical application, the great Christian principles which, in common with 
ourselves, they have been so long theoretically proclaiming. 
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We cannot express too strongly our own sense of the rectitude and use- 
fulness of the course they have taken. We believe it to be eminently 
right and just for the Christian portion of the community, especially those 
who are associated expressly for the maintenance and diffusion of peace, 
to go forth and confront their own countrymen when returning, flushed and 
intoxicated, from the scenes of unrighteous triumphs, and say to them, not 
insolently, nor in the spirit of political partisanship, but cairnly, resolutely, 
with mingled tenderness and rebuke, ' You have sinned, you have pervert- 
ed that which is right; and no false sentiment of national honor shall in- 
duce us to hold our peace this day.' This our American friends have done 
promptly, bravely, decisively. * * * * 

These two essays contain a most searching and faithful exposure of the 
follies, tiie crimes and the miseries of the Mexican War. They are replete 
with matter full of interest and instruction. Mr. Livermore's essay takes 
more the moral, Mr. Jay's the political ground • but both are excellent in 
their way. The former is written in a beautiful style, simple, flowing, and 
harmonious, and often tinged with the hues of a fine lanoy." 
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Terms. — Advocate ol Peace, published by the Am. Fence Soc., at 21 Cornbill, 
Boston, monthly, or a double No. once in two months, making a volume in two 
years, One Dollar in advance. 

Book of Peace, 12 mo., 606 pp., $1 00 Hancock on Pence, . . . $0 25 
Tracts, unbound, at 12 pp. for a cent. Dymond on War, . . .20 

l/phnm on Peace, ... 38 Peace Manual, paper covers, 19— cloth, 25 

Livermore's Review, clotli, 60 cts. ; paper covers, 38. 

" " tor gratuitous circulation, $35 and $20 per 100. 

Jav's (333 pp.), same terms; but for gratuitous circulation, in paper covers, 6 for Si, 
and 100 for $15. 

BOSTON, 21 Cornhili, Geo. C. Beckwilh, Cor. Sec; W. C. Brown, Assist. Treas. 
NewYork, Wm. Harned, 61 John St. — Philadelphia, H. Longstreih, 347 Market St. 



Postage — same as a newspaper, by decision of P. M. Geu., as containing news. 



